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On the steep slopes of the Simonsberg Mountain lies one of
Stellenbosch’s most atmospheric and storied destinations, where time
stands still, and centuries of fascinating stories endure. At Muratie, you’re
invited to experience the tastes, sights, sounds, and warm welcome of a
truly authentic Cape wine farm. Here, visitors become friends, becoming
a part of our rich narrative.

We honour our history and bring it to life through our wines and estate
culture. Every wine in the Muratie range is named after someone who
played a pivotal role in our story, which dates back more than three
centuries to 1685. While we cherish our past, we look forward, building on
a legacy through a commitment to excellence in both wine and visitor
experiences.

Muratie’s journey began in 1685 when the land was granted by Simon van
der Stel, Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, to German soldier Laurens
Campher. Over the centuries, this historic estate, one of South Africa’s
oldest, passed through the hands of other notable owners and is now
under the stewardship of the Melck family, who share deep roots here.

Every chapter in Muratie’s story is captivating, and our mission is to
preserve this rich heritage and share it with wine lovers worldwide. At the
same time, we’re dedicated to creating a future legacy of excellence. At
Muratie, we’re all invested in writing the next great chapter.

Our Story



EVERY WINE TELLS A STORY – SINCE 1685
With a history stretching back more than three centuries, numerous people have played an important

role in it's development and success of today's winery. Those great personalities are honoured in
today's wines as a tribute to the heart and soul they put into Muratie's enduring reputation.
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Laurens Campher, a young German soldier, started cultivating the agricultural land in
1685. Today, the white flagship cuvée bears the name of the young pioneer and founder.
From day one on the Cape, Laurens' heart belonged to slave Ansela van de Caab. To visit
her, Laurens regularly braved the three-day march between Stellenbosch and Cape
Town. With the attainment of her freedom in 1695, Ansela was able to move to the farm
with their three children. A Bordeaux-style red wine cuvée proudly bears her name.

After Ansela and Laurens sold the farm in 1735,  the estate was in the hands of six
owners.  In 1763 it  was f inally acquired by Martin Melck,  who, l ike Laurens,  had
come to South Africa as a soldier.  After his death,  his daughter Anna Catherine,  her
husband and children ran the farm for 120 years and it  remained in family
ownership.  Martin Melck is  the godfather of Muratie's  pure Cabernet Sauvignons.

Born in Leipzig, Germany, Georg Paul Canitz dedicated his life to art. Inspired by
Renaissance masterpieces, he spent endless hours in his art studio on Muratie. He
achieved special fame with Amber Forever, a dessert wine, in reference to his muse,
a beautiful woman who was often the subject of his romantic paintings.

Ben Prins, the winemaker at Muratie until 1987, was as unique as the wines he produced.
His great love for South African soil led Ben to hike the steep slopes of the Simonsberg
mostly barefoot – thus inspiring his nickname "Barefoot Ben". In his honour, our vintage
port (known as Cape Vintage in South Africa) made from traditional Portuguese
varieties, is named Ben Prins.

After the death of Georg Paul Canitz, his daughter Alberta Annemarie took over the winery in
1958. As one of the first women in South Africa to own a wine farm, she was actively involved in
the winemaking and sales. Her great passions were equestrianism and the conservation of
Muratie's history.  The powerful Merlot bears her name in memory of this strong woman.

The Melcks return to Muratie: Ronnie (Ronald) Melck fulfilled his lifelong dream by
buying the farm from Alberta Annemarie and the winery came back into family
ownership. Unfortunately, he could only savour life on Muratie for a few years before he
passed away. Ronnie Melck's convivial spirit lives on today in the family's legendary
Syrah Selection.

Rijk and Kim Melck are passionately continuing the more than 300-year history of the
winery today. They have entrenched the value of family and relationships as part of
the Muratie culture, and aim to carry this heritage over to the next generation. 
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Hot Beverages

Alcoholic Beverages

Cold Beverages



Breakfast



Platters



Starters



Mains



Kiddies Selection



Desserts



Share Your Muratie Story with Us

Thank you for visiting Muratie! We hope you enjoyed your time

in our tasting room or restaurant and that the experience left

you with wonderful memories. Every visit adds to the story of

Muratie, and your feedback means the world to us. 

If you’d like to share your thoughts, we’d greatly appreciate a

review on TripAdvisor—it helps us grow and allows others to

discover the charm of Muratie.

We look forward to welcoming you back soon!


